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Circular Economy  
Alliance to End Plastic Waste 

Covestro member of global company network 
 
Fighting plastic waste 
 

• Better managing and minimizing litter  
• Many projects across the globe 

 
In a little more than a century, plastics have changed the world. They’ve helped 
improve living conditions, hygiene and nutrition across the globe. But at the 
same time, plastic waste has become a global environmental challenge. More 
than 40 percent of plastics are used just once, and an estimated average of 8 
million tons of plastic pollution enters our oceans every year. 
 
Now, a global company network is taking action against the uncontrolled 
disposal of plastic waste. The Alliance to End Plastic Waste (AEPW), launched 
in early 2019, aims at better managing and minimizing litter especially in the 
oceans while promoting meaningful post-use solutions of plastic. The initiative 
comprises about 50 companies from the chemical, plastics, consumer goods 
and waste industries with Covestro being one of its founding members. They are 
committing more than $1,5 billion over the next five years. 
 
Covestro is engaged in diverse projects all around the globe that are consistent 
with the AEPW four-part strategy.  
 
Infrastructure development  
 
Infrastructure systems designed to manage and collect waste have struggled to 
keep up with the dramatic rise of single-use plastics in circulation, and as a 
result, plastic pollution has increased rapidly in recent years, especially in less 
developed countries. Covestro is committed to ensuring its products for long-
term application fields do not face similar challenges in the future. 
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Innovation  
 
The AEPW supports ideas that will take us to the next level of technologies and 
solutions that support a circular economy. Covestro for example is working 
together with partners to turn waste PET bottles into premium 3D printing 
filament.  
 
Education and engagement  
 
Solving the plastic waste problem requires joint action of government at all 
levels, businesses and communities. That’s why Covestro is committed to 
educating future generations on how to make better decisions tomorrow.  
 
Clean up  
 
Part of AEPW’s strategy is to clean up areas with a high concentration of plastic 
waste. Covestro supports this aim through an own Waste Management Program 
in India. It should inspire young people to explore and deliberate the most 
effective interventions to eliminate the widespread plastic waste throughout the 
country. 
 
 
About Covestro: 
With 2019 sales of EUR 12.4 billion, Covestro is among the world’s largest 
polymer companies. Business activities are focused on the manufacture of high-
tech polymer materials and the development of innovative solutions for products 
used in many areas of daily life. The main segments served are the automotive, 
construction, wood processing and furniture, and electrical and electronics 
industries. Other sectors include sports and leisure, cosmetics, health and the 
chemical industry itself. Covestro has 30 production sites worldwide and 
employs approximately 17,200 people (calculated as full-time equivalents) at the 
end of 2019. 
 
This press release is available for download from the Covestro press server at 
www.covestro.com. Photos are available there for download as well. Please 
acknowledge the source of any pictures used. 
 
Find more information at www.covestro.com. 
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/covestro 
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Forward-looking statements 
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts 
made by Covestro AG. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of 
the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Covestro’s public 
reports which are available at www.covestro.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to 
update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 
 


