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Press Release 

New concept for circular solutions with alternative 
raw materials 
 

• Introduction of CQ label for products with alternative raw materials 
• Extension: Evocycle® CQ for innovative recycling technologies and 

cycle designs 
 
Alternative raw materials are an important pillar in building a circular economy. 
Here, materials manufacturer Covestro is focusing on an increased use of 
biomass, recyclates and green hydrogen. The company is now offering products 
with a minimum content of 25 percent of alternative raw materials under the new 
"CQ" label. CQ stands for "Circular Intelligence", a smarter approach to more 
sustainable materials and solutions. Customers can easily distinguish products 
based on alternative raw materials from fossil-based ones by the CQ label in the 
product name.  
 
"All our solutions under the umbrella CQ prove that we are continuing to work on 
making our vision of the circular economy a reality, to help customers and 
partners achieve their sustainability and climate goals. In this way, we also aim 
to meet consumer demands for more sustainable products," says Sucheta 
Govil, Chief Commercial Officer of Covestro. "And this is just the beginning. In 
the long term, Covestro also wants to offer every one of its products in a climate-
neutral1 version." 
 
Evocycle® CQ: a new name for all innovative recycling technologies and 
cycle designs of Covestro 
Plastic waste is a valuable raw material and should not simply be disposed of. 
Therefore, Covestro is taking pride in proving that the path to circularity is 
possible for all stakeholders – and makes innovative recycling a priority. For the 

 

1 Climate neutrality is the result of an internal assessment of a partial product life cycle from raw material 
extraction (cradle) to Covestro's factory gate, also known as cradle-to-gate assessment. 
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continuous evolution of recycling, the company now introduces the name 
"Evocycle® CQ". It is an extension to the CQ label and stands for recycling 
technologies which enable the use of recycled plastics and recycled raw 
materials from the Covestro portfolio within a streamlined closed-loop system. 

What’s more, the company is not active here alone, rather collaborating with 
partners from all fields of recycling and reuse to unlock its potential across the 
entire value chain. That’s how it transforms the industry turning waste into 
valuable resources, reducing the use of fossil fuels and significantly reducing 
CO2 emissions.  
 
The first initiative is called Evocycle® CQ Mattress: Covestro, together with 
partners, has developed an innovative technology for the chemolysis of 
polyurethane flexible foams from used mattresses, in which both main 
components – the polyol and the precursor to the isocyanate TDI – can be 
recovered. With this, end of life mattress foams are directly transformed back 
into renewed  polyurethane building blocks. 
 
Since last year the company is operating a pilot plant at its Leverkusen site 
confirming the positive lab test results. And the journey continues: Covestro is 
working with recycling specialists such as Interzero and Eco-mobilier2, as well 
as other partners along the value chain, to ultimately close the material cycle for 
polyurethane mattresses completely and on an industrial scale.  
 
From mass-balanced raw materials to green hydrogen 
Raw materials produced from biomass and, in particular, from biowaste and 
residual materials are also becoming increasingly important. Covestro relies 
primarily on the latter raw materials because they are available in large 
quantities and can be used to manufacture a wide range of plastics. Through 
mass balancing, they are offered in the same good quality as their fossil-based 
counterparts without customers having to change their processing operations. 
Covestro works with a number of suppliers who offer the raw materials using a 
mass-balance approach certified to the internationally recognized ISCC PLUS 
standard. The starting point also includes fossil raw materials, with the biological 
portions being allocated to the products by a third party audited allocation 
method.  
 
Covestro is thus converting its production to the use of alternative and, above 
all, mass-balanced raw materials, in some cases also using renewable energy 
from wind and solar power. Many of the company's sites are now also ISCC 

 

2 The company "Eco-mobilier" has changed its name to "ecomaison" at the beginning of October 2022. 
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PLUS certified, including Leverkusen, Dormagen, Krefeld-Uerdingen, Antwerp, 
Filago, Shanghai, Map Ta Phut and Changhua.  
 
Green hydrogen generated with the help of wind or solar energy also plays an 
important role for the chemical industry – both as an alternative raw material and 
as a source of clean energy. Covestro, together with partners, is committed to 
the urgently needed market ramp-up. The company uses hydrogen and its 
derivatives to produce high-performance plastics.  
 
About Covestro: 
Covestro is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of high-quality polymer 
materials and their components. With its innovative products, processes and 
methods, the company helps enhance sustainability and the quality of life in 
many areas. Covestro supplies customers around the world in key industries 
such as mobility, building and living, as well as the electrical and electronics 
sector. In addition, polymers from Covestro are also used in sectors such as 
sports and leisure, cosmetics and health, as well as in the chemical industry 
itself.  
 
The company is committed to becoming fully circular and aims to become 
climate neutral by 2035 (scope 1 and 2). Covestro generated sales of around 
EUR 15.9 billion in fiscal 2021. At the end of 2021, the company had 50 
production sites worldwide and employed approximately 17,900 people 
(calculated as full-time equivalents).  
 
Note to editors: 
For more information, see www.covestro.com and am.covestro.com. 
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/covestro.  
Also read our blog at www.covestro.com/blog.  
 
Forward-looking statements 
This news release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts 
made by Covestro AG. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of 
the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Covestro’s public 
reports which are available at www.covestro.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to 
update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 
 


