
 

01/03 
covestro.com 

Press Release 

Leverkusen, 
September 14, 2021 
 
 
Covestro AG 
Communications 
51365 Leverkusen, 
Germany 
 
 
Contact 

Dr. Frank Rothbarth 
Telephone 

+49 214 6009 2536 
E-mail 

frank.rothbarth 
@covestro.com 
 
 
 
BASF’s Coatings 
division 
Communications 
 
Contact  

Jörg Zumkley 
Telephone 

+49 2501 14-3453 
E-mail 

joerg.zumkley@basf.co
m  
 

 

BASF's Coatings division employs Covestro's Ultra line of coating hardeners 
 
High-performance automotive refinish reaches new 
standard of industrial hygiene 
 

• Coating hardeners with diisocyanate residual monomer content 
below 0.1 percent by weight  

• BASF Coatings and collision centers benefit from simple 1:1 
replacement  

• No additional efforts to comply with the new REACH regulation on 
isocyanates  
 

BASF's Coatings division, a leading global supplier of premium-quality, durable 
and sustainable refinish coatings, is using a broad range of hardeners, including 
Covestro Desmodur® Ultra activators. This allows BASF to upgrade its refinish 
coatings portfolio to meet higher occupational safety standards on the use of 
isocyanates. The hardeners contain very low residual amounts of monomeric 
diisocyanates of less than 0.1 percent by weight, setting an entirely new 
standard in occupational hygiene.  
 
"Thanks to the use of these raw materials, our refinish coatings satisfy the 
highest safety requirements while offering constant premium quality," says 
Fabien Boschetti, Director Global Marketing at BASF Automotive Refinish 
Coatings Solutions. "This allows us to minimize the impact of new EU 
regulations on collision centers." 
 
The Ultra products are below the limit of 0.1 percent by weight of residual 
monomers set in the new REACH regulation on the restricted use of 
diisocyanates. Therefore, painters at the body shops supplied by BASF avoid 
additional efforts to comply with the new REACH regulation. This continues the 
BASF philosophy of steadily improving the occupational health and safety of its 
coating solutions. 
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BASF's Coatings division also benefits: "Since this involves a 1:1 replacement, 
our customer was able to retain its coating formulations. This significantly 
simplifies the conversion to Ultra products," explains coatings expert Dr. Markus 
Mechtel from Covestro. "Collision centers therefore benefit from the 
performance of two-component polyurethane coatings while meeting the highest 
occupational hygiene requirements." 
 
The solution is also in line with three UN Sustainable Development Goals (UN 
SDGs): Number 3: Good health and well-being, Number 8: Decent work and 
economic growth, and Number 12: Responsible consumption and production.  
 
About BASF’s Coatings division: 
The Coatings division of BASF is a global expert in the development, production 
and marketing of innovative and sustainable automotive OEM and refinish 
coatings, decorative paints as well as applied surface treatments for metal, 
plastic and glass substrates in a wide range of industries. The portfolio is 
completed by the “Innovation Beyond Paint” program which aims at developing 
new markets and businesses. We create advanced performance solutions and 
drive performance, design and new applications to meet our partners’ needs all 
over the world. BASF shares skills, knowledge and resources of interdisciplinary 
and global teams for the benefit of customers by operating a collaborative 
network of sites in Europe, North America, South America and Asia Pacific.  
 
In 2020, the Coatings division achieved global sales of about €3.1 billion.   
Solutions beyond your imagination – Coatings by BASF. For more information 
about the Coatings division of BASF and its products, visit www.basf-
coatings.com.  
 
About Covestro: 
With sales of EUR 10.7 billion in 2020, Covestro is among the world’s largest 
polymer companies. Business activities are focused on the manufacture of high-
tech polymer materials and the development of innovative, sustainable solutions 
for products used in many areas of everyday life. In doing so, Covestro is fully 
aligning itself to the Circular Economy. Its main customers are the automotive 
and transport industries, the construction industry, the furniture and wood 
processing industries, and the electrical, electronics, and household appliance 
industries. Other sectors include sports and leisure, cosmetics, healthcare and 
the chemical industry itself. As of the end of 2020, Covestro produces at 33 sites 
worldwide and employs around 16,500 people (converted to full-time positions).  
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts 
made by Covestro AG management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties, and other factors 
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could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development, or 
performance of the company and the estimates provided here. These factors include those discussed in 
Covestro’s public reports. These reports are available at www.covestro.com. The company assumes no 
liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to make them conform to future events 
or developments. 
 


